The Ericofon—the New Telephone Set
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Some years ago the problem of developing an improved version of the well-
known Ericsion plasticencased felephone set came up for consideration. Tt
soon became clear that the technical prerequisites for the creation of a radically
new design were i hand, Great advances had been made in the development
of ferromagnetic materialy, s0 that smaller, Lighter receivers and induction
colls were posiible; the wie of aluminium alfoys as comstructional materials
was making rapid progross; and pew Lypes of plasties sufted to wehephone
davign hud become available. The possibility of reducing the weight and size
of the compoaents and parts of a dizl telephone set meant that 1the design of
the mew instrument could be approached from entirely mew directions.

The Fundamental Idea

The main principle enjoined on the designers wos that all parts handlal by
ke subscriber when making o telephone call should be combined into a sngle
unit. This was a complele departure from the conventional wo-plece desk
type dial telephone with tramsmitter =nd recciver mounted in the handset and
dial and eradie switch in the main case of the indrument. We believed that a
1.1r|.::-];|i1;'i;v¢ 1-:'r¢phq'lr.||;.- would be much mare convenicnl and more ¢llcent Lo use.

The ides was that the instrument should consist of a desk-handset in-
corporating of Jeast the dindl and switch with the transmitter and resciver,
while the remaining companents oould be mourted in & wall terminsl box
The subicriber would hold in his hand the entire desk unit, and the set must
iherelore not weigh more than an ordinary handset alone,

Since the chiel requirement was convenience in handling, the best design

proved 1o be a Kind of stending microielephone, which we call the "sandset™.

Fig. 1 2T Iy was [rom this point of departure that the prohlem was attacked; it resolved
Some carly clay models of the Eriecfon  mainly into a question of designing a unit of madern and atlragtive appearance.
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